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Ibn al-Rawandi

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Ishaq al-Rawandi (Arabic: siglyJl G| o oz op Saxi ozl SJ_T), commonly known as Ibn al-Rawandi (Arabic: -l
siglyl; 827-911 CEl)), was an early Persian scholar and theologian. In his early days, he was a Mu'tazilite scholar, but then rejected the Mu'tazilite doctrine.
Afterwards, he became a Shia scholar; there is some debate about whether he stayed a Shia until his death or became a skeptic,[3l though most sources confirm

Ibn Al-Rawandi

Born 827 CE
Marw al-Rudhl'] Great Abbasid

his eventual rejection of all religion and becoming an atheist.[4IEIEITIEIEIN0I11] Although none of his works have survived, his opinions had been preserved Empire
through his critics and the surviving books that answered him.[12] His book with the most preserved fragments (through an Ismaili book refuting Al-Rawandi's Died 911 CE
ideology) is the Kitab al-Zumurrud (The Book of the Emerald). unknown

Occupation Writer

Contents [hide] )
Era Abbasid Era

Abu 'Isa al-Warraq

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
(Redirected from Abu Isa al-Warraq)

Abu 'Isa al-Warragq, full name Abu "Isa Muhammad ibn Harun al-Warraq (Arabic: gl gl 9, ul dazo Guuc BJ_T AbU ‘Isa Muhammad ibn Haran al-Warraq, 861-2
AD/247 AH), was a 9th-century Arab skeptic scholar and critic of Islam and religion in general.l'l He was a mentor and friend of scholar Ibn al-Rawandi in whose
work The Book of the Emerald he appears.[21-224 A modern critic of Islam, Ibn Warraq, derives his pseudonym from al-Warraq.[?!

Abu 'Isa al-Warraq
Died 861-2 AD/247 AHT
Era Middle and Later Abbasid era

Known for Writer

Views of revealed religions |edit]
Al-Warrag was skeptical of the existence of God because "He who orders his slave to do things that he knows him to be incapable of doing, then punishes him, is a fool,"[#)-43

Al-Warraqg challenged the notion of revealed religion. He argued that if humans are capable of figuring out that, for instance, it is good to be forgiving, then a prophet is unnecessary, and that we should not heed
the claims of self-appointed prophets, if what is claimed is found to be contrary to good sense and reason. Al-Warraq admired the intellect not for its capacity to submit to a god, but rather for its inquisitiveness
towards the wonders of science. He explained that people developed the science of astronomy by gazing at the sky, and that no prophet was necessary to show them how to gaze; he also said that no prophets
were needed to show them how to make flutes, either, or how to play them.[2]
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Al-Ma'arri
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ab al-'Ala" al-MaarrT (Arabic: (syall cMsll yi, full name (sy=all p=giill Gl alll e o 2> sl yi Abd al-°‘Ala’ Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Sulayman al-
Tanakhr al-Ma ‘arri, also known under his Latin name Abulola Moarrensis; 'l December 973 — May 1057)12] was an Arab philosopher, poet, and writer.*! Despite
holding a controversially irreligious worldview, he is regarded as one of the greatest classical Arabic poets.[®!

Born in the city of al-Ma'arra (present-day Ma'arrat al-Nu'man, Syria) during the later Abbasid era, he became blind at a young age from smallpox but nonetheless
studied in nearby Aleppo, then in Tripoli and Antioch. Producing popular poems in Baghdad, he refused to sell his texts. In 1010, he returned to Syria after his
mother began declining in health, and continued writing which gained him local respect.

Described as a "pessimistic freethinker", al-Ma'arri was a controversial rationalist of his time,[?! citing reason as the chief source of truth and divine revelation.[2114]
He was pessimistic about life, describing himself as "a double prisoner” of blindness and isolation. He attacked religious dogmas and practices,®!l¢] was equally
critical and sarcastic about Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Zoroastrianism,[4Il5°] and became a deist.[4Ilf] He advocated social justice and lived a secluded,
ascetic lifestyle.[2I3] He was a vegan, known in his time as moral vegetarian, entreating: "do not desire as food the flesh of slaughtered animals / Or the white milk
of mothers who intended its pure draught / for their young".[”] Al-Ma'arri held an antinatalist outlook, in line with his general pessimism, suggesting that children
should not be born to spare them of the pains and suffering of life.[2]

Al-Ma'arri wrote three main works that were popular in his time: The Tinder Spark, Unnecessary Necessity, and The Epistle of Forgiveness. Al-Ma'arri never
married and died at the age of 83 in the city where he was born, Ma'arrat al-Nu'man. In 2013, a statue of al-Ma'arri located in his Syrian hometown was beheaded
by jihadists from the al-Nusra Front.[31[€]

Abu al-'Ala’ al-Ma'arri
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