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EVOLUTION

Scientists Seek to Update
Evolution

By CARL ZIMMER

Novemnber 22, 2016

Recent discoveries have led some researchers to arque that the mode
evolutionary synthesis needs to be amended.

\| THETHIRDWAY

lution in the era of genomics and epigenomics
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e vast majority of people believe that there are only two alternative ways to explain the origins of
logical diversity. One way is Creationism that depends upon intervention by a divine Creator. Th
arly unscientific because it brings an arbitrary supernatural force into the evolution process. The
monly accepted alternative is Neo-Darwinism, which is clearly naturalistic science but ignores
temporary molecular evidence and invokes a set of unsupported assumptions about the accide
ure of hereditary variation. Neo-Darwinism ignores important rapid evolutionary processes such
biogenesis, horizontal DNA transfer, action of mobile DNA and epigenetic modifications. Morec

e Neo-Darwinists have elevated Natural Selection into a unigue creative force that solves all tr

icult evolutionary problems without a real empirical basis. Many scientists today see the need fo

eper and more complete exploration of all aspects of the evolutionary process.
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Mentalizing Deficits Constrain Belief in a Personal God
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Abstract Abstract
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Inireduction Religious believers intuitively conceptualize deities as intentional agents with mental states who ®
Results and Discussion anticipate and respend to human beliefs, desires and concerns. It follows that mentalizing

deficits, associated with the autistic spectrum and also commonly found in men more than in

Materials and Methods women, may undermine this intuitive support and reduce belief in a personal God. Autistic

Acknowledgments adolescents expressed less belief in God than did matched neuro-typical controls (Study 1). In
a Canadian student sample (Study 2), and two American national samples that controlled for PLOS/
Author Coniributions demographic characteristics and other correlates of autism and religiosity (Study 3 and 4), the

References autism spectrum predicted reduced belief in God, and mentalizing mediated this relationship COLLECTION
Systemizing (Studies 2 and 3) and two personality dimensions related to religious belief, _

Conscientiousness and Agreeableness (Study 3), failed as mediators. Mentalizing also

explained the robust and well-known, but theorefically debated, gender gap in religious belief

Figures wherein men show reduced religious belief (Studies 2—4).

ainable
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Ref: https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0036880
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